Duplica- traction. I am coming rapidly to believe that there are a mim-tion of ber of Helens made in her image and who have learned an Helen, evening's conversation from listening to Helen, and when a hostess wants to make her parly specially attractive she goes to the bureau and the bureau says, ''Will I send you a Helen Waddell?" That is the most popular thing in London. Poets and artists come to meet her as the magnet draws the filings. I am going to tax Helen with her substitutes, but I suppose she has to get time to live and write, I am not trying to get out of meeting Helen, but I fear she may be sick of meeting • me, I lunch with her on Thursday, I think. At least, she has promised to be at Lady Londonderry's. I met her at G. B. Shaw's, Lady Ottoline Morrell's and at other places where she (or a substitute Helen) was the attraction. And of course I like to meet her.3 When I taxed Helen with her popularity, I heard from her:
'But, my very dear William, I have been living more like a Hermit than like a human being, It's all A. E.V wickedness —he confessed at the Londonderrys' lunch to-day with twinkling eyes and ears. He has counted up all the times he has met me since he came to London sometime in July, and now conveys the impression that I, the most dormouse of mortals, am an hardened diner-out, by compressing all these lunch,, tea and dinner parties into about three weeks. Seriously, my two dears, I have been sleeping so badly and so tormented with lectures I haven't had time to prepare, that I have been refusing everything I possibly could. 1 didn't go to the Londonderrys' party on the 2oth and so when they asked me to-day I felt I must be polite, and it was fun, it always is. That's the worst of it. I shall feel happier when this lecture is over—on the 6th, I send you a card, but must warn you that you may be asked to chairman it for a Red Cross lecture on Feb. yth so don't come twice. After that, I am due to go to a University dinner in Dublin, but I am trying to do a wriggle out of the nearer date, so as to save me coming to Ireland twice in ten days. My love and duty to the 118

